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From borscht to lobster
the transformation of jewish
identity over four generations

lithuania

howard  herman  discriminated against 
throughout high school

howard hermann goes to cornell university 
because  It is the only ivy league school to
accept jewish students

Herman family moves from germany to poland 
to start grain business

deborah katz is born

SONNEBORN FAMILY arrives in Maryland, 
north america to pursue opportunity

Rudolph Sonneborn is born

Sigmund Sonneborn attends Johns Hopkins where 
he becomes involved with the zionist movement of 
Jewish repatriation to Palestine.

Herman family flees pogroms in Poland,
arrive in massachusettes, north america

Jewish herman becomes german hermann to 
avoid prejudice in lutheran neighborhood 

Howard  herman  is  born

Rudolph Sonneborn is barmitzvahed

Rudolph Sonneborn joins zionist movement

Rudolph Sonneborn meets with david 
ben-Gurion In secret regarding founding 
The new state of israel

Howard  hermanN  is  bar mitzvahed

Rudolph Sonneborn organizes “exodus”
boats for jews fleeing holocaust in Europe

katz family celebrates hannuka and christmas

peter hermann is born

Howard hermann and deborah katz marry

Kait hermann is born,
Andrew hermann is born

Rachel hermann is born

deborah hermann serves lobster on yom kippur 
and pork chops on passover

Kait Hermann teaches at jewish pre-school

Camilla hermann goes to new york university

Peter hermann begins to write biography of 
rudolph sonneborn

borscht icebox cake pork Lobster

Boris M. Shaposnikov, 
former shoemaker, 

becomes Chief of General 
Staff of the Red Armies

*apocryphal


